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SYNOD ASSEMBLY, continued from page 1 BREDVIK, continued from page 3

to become renewable organizations, leaders and communities (http:// Dance Conservatory, East Longmeadow, Mass., where she studies

www.arenewalenterprise.com/congregations-overview.html). She also ballet, pointe and modern dance. She will continue homeschooling

teaches leadership and organization at the Lutheran School of Theology,  through her high school years until college. Right now, she likes the

Chicago. extra time she has for music practice, dance and serving at church.
Her books in the “Lutheran Voices” series of Augsburg Fortress Having recently auditioned successfully for the Massachusetts All

Publishers include “Reclaiming the ‘L’ Word: Renewing the Church State Orchestra, Kirsten played in a concert in March at Boston

from Its Lutheran Core” (2003); “Reclaiming the ‘E’ Word: Wakingup  Symphony Hall. She has a Concert Grand pedal harp, the largest of

to Our Evangelical Identity” (2008), and “Reclaiming the ‘V’ Word: harps. At six feet tall — more than half a foot taller than Bredvik

Renewing Life at Its Vocational Core,” scheduled for August release. herself — and 80 pounds, the harp needs to be maneuvered on a dolly

7TKH ¢UVW FODVV RI WKH VI\QRGTV 6FKRRI® giite d halléhpeQ@nlabiidihy ldcking dMddatdR Ridten chose
— will graduate Thursday night within the context of an Evening Prayer  the harp for its beautiful sound and realized only later how hard it
liturgy whose music has been written by a gifted young woman, Linnéa ~ would be to move.
&ODUN =LRQ 3LWWV;HOG O0ODVV &ODUN L \ShDdtet khiréd her@ift/ r\blsik d9 hai@istéaddl BighXt\during

Ministry at Yale University, New Haven, Conn. worship. She also is very active in her church youth group,
Also, the assembly will spotlight the servant ministry of associates participating in service projects such as raising money for Lutheran
in ministry, deaconesses and diaconal ministers — the three lay ministry World Relief by selling Fair Trade chocolate and serving at the local
rosters of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). These rescue mission. She often goes to Camp Calumet (Calumet Lutheran
leaders called to servant ministry in the New England Synod will offer Ministries) in Freedom, N.H., for youth retreats, and social and
foot washing, as well as provide a workshop on discerning your spiritual ~ teambuilding events. “Calumet,” said Bredvik, “has supported me in
gifts. my faith journey. Our youth group regularly brings kids who don’t go
As usual, the assembly will feature the Festive Eucharist with — to church on retreats with us, and they love it, too. So, I think that by
this year — the ordination of a pastor, the consecration of a diaconal supporting Calumet, the synod supports teens and young adults.”
minister and the commissioning of an associate in ministry; workshops; $IWHU KHU FRQ;UPDWLRQ %UHGYLN ZDV D
more than 15 resolutions; the report of the synod bishop in which she senior high education program, which began last fall at the Wilbraham
ZLOO LQWURGXFH <HDU 7KUHH R 3&D O O HanghiRiohl A4 WailtldDthisSpd goam HHE hal/IR] dikcisdionson ¢ Y H
year guide for synod ministry; the election of a youth representative prayer, persistence in prayer, and sin and has coordinated the
to the Synod Council; approval of the 2010 synod budget and a report participation of adult “mentors.”
on revisions made to the 2009 synod budget due to decreased mission “We’ve been especially blessed at Christ the King by Kirsten’s
support. leadership,” said Anderson. “She embodies the idea that our education
2XU UHSUHVHQWDWLYH IURP WKH (/&% d&&otfditlkiZdn Gnkbikg jgnfnéy of @sc8viry. WhaiRleeply
will be the Rev. Gemechis Buba from Ethiopia, director for African blessed by this young woman!” Il

National Ministry for the ELCA. Pr. Buba was in New England last
October to begin a partnership with the synod in raising leaders among
African nationals. He also will lead a workshop.

Visit http://www.nesynod.org/events/synod assembly.php on the
synod Web site for more information. Workshops will be added soon.
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Synod Council prayerfully deliberates synod budget
Hear my prayer, O Lord (Psalm 102)
he Synod Council prays — often — as it serves as the synod’s funding, they pray — thanking God for the servant ministry requesting
legislative authority between meetings of the synod assembly. CQDQFLDO VXSSRUW IURP WKH PLVVLR® GRO(
A small table in the center of the conference room at the congregations for the ministry of the synod.
216 FH Rl WKH %LVKRS LV DUUDQJHG DW HDHARK MHWWLRQ@ IRU3WKEHXVI)XRG EXGIHW|IRU ¢
Henry, House of Prayer, Hingham, Mass., who serves as chaplain HVSHFLDOO\ GLI(¢FXOW GXH WR WKH GRZQWX
to the Synod Council. The arrangement always includes a lighted meant a decrease in mission support.
candle which reminds the members of Jesus, the Light of the “As a synod, we know that we face the same realities as
world, who is the reason why they gather and whose spirit is individual congregations face,” said Mark Winzler, synod vice
present and available to the council for guidance in this work. president. “We know that congregations did the very best they
Never does that candle burn brighter than when these 25 could, as did we as a council in both balancing the 2009 budget
women and men prepare to recommend a synod budget to the synod and in proposing a 2010 budget for the synod assembly to
assembly, reconciling the requests they have received for God’s consider. Obviously, this was a painful exercise for us, yet we
work done by faithful hands, with the funds available. Before they hold hope for the future, as well. The New England Synod will
begin their deliberations, they pray, and after hearing each request for ~ continue not only to ‘function,” but also to grow and prosper.” H
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A young girl in Beit Jala in the West Bank of Palestine,
cuddles “Hope,” a stuffed toy bear given to Pr. Paul D.
Sinnott by the children at St. Paul, Torrington, Conn., in
2008, prior to his trip to the Holy Land with a group from
the New England Synod. The pilgrimage was a sign of
support for our sisters and brothers in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, one of the
synod’s companion relationships. Sinnott brought “Hope”
wherever he traveled, taking the bear s photo hundreds of
times with many different people of many different faiths.




